PART x: 1784
most effectual measures to make such a scheme practicable.
On Monday, June 28,1 had the honour to receive from
the Lord Chancellor the following letter: -
To JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ.
*SiR, - I should have answered your letter immediately;
if, (being much engaged when I received it) I had not put
it in my pocket, and forgot to open it till this morning.
CI am much obliged to you for the suggestion; and~I will
adopt and press it as far as I can. The best argument, I am
sure, and I hope it is not likely to fail, is Dr Johnson's merit.
But it will be necessary, if I should be so unfortunate as to
miss seeing you, to converse with Sir Joshua on the sum it will
be proper to ask, - in short, upon the means of setting him
out. It would be a reflection on us all, if such a man should
perish for want of the means to take care of his health.
Yours, &c.                                              THURLOW.'
This letter gave me a very high satisfaction; I next day
went and shewed it to Sir Joshua Reynolds, who was ex-
ceedingly pleased with it. He thought that I should now com-
municate the negociation to Dr Johnson, who might after-
wards complain if the attention with which he had been
honoured, should be too long concealed from him. I intended
to set out for Scotland next morning; but Sir Joshua cordially
insisted that I should stay another day, that Johnson and I
might dine with him, that we three might talk of his Italian
Tour, and, as Sir Joshua expressed himself, 'have it all out.'
I hastened to Johnson, and was told by him that he was
rather better to-day. Bo SWELL. 'I am very anxious about
you, Sir, and particularly that you should go to Italy for the
winter, which I believe is your own wish.' JOHNSON. 'It is,
Sir.' BOSWELL. Tou have no objection, I presume,, but the
money it would require.' JOHNSON. "Why, no, Sir.' Upon
which I gave him a particular account of what had been
done, and read to him the Lord Chancellor's letter. He
listened with much attention; then warmly said, This is tak-
ing prodigious pains about a man.* CO! Sir, {said I, with
most sincere affection,) your friends would do every throg
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